Lesson # 7
 
            International presidents encounter a variety of stirring experiences.  Past International President, Harry J. Aslan said to District Governor Dr. Friedrich Bocker, “Lionism is a force, a humanitarian force that recognizes that we can put aside animosities, hatreds, and jealousies.  Through Lionism, enemies have become friends. Through Lionism, we can join together serving people on a human level, recognizing the value of the human being.”  A German Lion came up to Past International President Aslan and relayed this story:  “Thirty-one years ago I came to the United States.  I came to Dallas in 1944 as a prisoner of war after I was captured by the American Army.  Thirty-one years later, in 1975, I came back to Dallas and you installed me as a District Governor.”  This story had profound meaning for Lion Aslan and it touched him deeply.  Some Lions choose to remain at the community level and help out there. Other Lions choose to be involved in Lionism at the district level and at the international level.
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We Serve: A History of the Lions Club
 

Lesson # 8
 
The Lions Clubs International Foundation was created in 1968. It has given life to an impressive range of humanitarian projects around the world. Some of the critical needs met by the Foundation include: hunger, inadequate housing, diabetes research, books, schools, utensils, wells, mobility devices for the handicapped, and disaster relief. Originally called the Lions International Foundation, the name was changed to the Lions Clubs International Foundation in 1980. It took more than five years to accumulate enough assets to establish a solid base. In the beginning, nearly all of the grants were given for disaster relief and they were almost always under $10,000. At the start, there were six major objectives of the Foundation:  Vocational Assistance Abroad, Major Disaster and Emergency Relief, Eye Care and Research, Cancer, Hearing, and Humanitarian Services. Presently there are three objectives: Vocational Assistance, Major Disaster Relief, and Humanitarian Services.
   One of the early grants enabled Turkish Lions to buy a much needed electroencephalograph to meet another long-standing need. At the time of the grant Turkey had an estimated 400,000 epileptics, and the technology for diagnosis and treatment was limited. The equipment provided by the Foundation’s grant meant that treatment could be provided at a level that had not been available before. 
   Today LCIF is a major source of funding for Lions programs that meet needs in every corner of the world. In 1974-75, grant disbursements totaled $165,000. In 1986-87, the Foundation approved grants totaling more than $2.5 million. By the end of 1987, the Foundation had disbursed grants of more than $14 million in 83 countries.
 
 
Credit given to Paul Martin, the author of the book, WE SERVE, A History of the Lions Clubs.
Lesson #9
 
The Lions Youth Exchange Program, which marked its 25th anniversary in 1986, has been a glowing success from the start. It allows young people to do what few adults get to do:  live under one roof as part of a family with people of another country. In 1960, nine youths from Japan spent the summer with California families while 13 youths from California went to live with families in Japan for the summer. The exchange was so successful that the program grew. The Board of Directors concluded that this program could contribute significantly to a greater understanding among people throughout the world. The resolution to create the program was formally adopted at the International Convention in Atlantic City, New Jersey in June, 1961.
   There were 131 exchanges reported to the International Headquarters Office in the first year. Past International President Kaoru Murakami indicated that the Lions objectives were to “bring young people of the world into contact with the youth and adults of other countries, to share family and community life of another culture, to promote international understanding and goodwill throughout the world of Lionism….and to contribute to the attainment of world peace.”
   During the Youth Exchange Program’s first 25 years, more than 50,000 young people from 80 countries shared their cultures and developed friendships with families in other countries.
