San Juan Lions Club
H-7 Zone Meeting, September 8, 2007

Oak Harbor

Membership in the San Juan Lions Club was 77 as of August 25 which is one less than the report last February.  This month we inducted a new member and reinstated a previous member bringing us to 79.  

First half dues to MD-19 and Lions International were paid last week, but LCI has not credited our account for the five members dropped in June.  Can you assist with this D.G. Edglow?

Our club documented 2,276 service hours since the February report.  One Lion contractor is averaging over 100 hours per month to supervise development of new athletic fields for the community and school system.  His diligence and tenacity are an example to everyone on our island.

We raised some $18,822 and spent $22,933 which reflects the seasonal disparity of making most disbursements in the first half of the year and the best fund-raising events in the second half.

In February we paid $500 to sponsor little league baseball and $2,000 in college scholarships.  We distributed $1,044 in bell-ringing collections to the Salvation Army from the pre-Christmas event.  Second-Half dues were paid and we donated 16 hours and $500 for the privilege of sponsoring a team of intellectual Lions to lose to students in the annual Knowledge Bowl at the Community Theater.  

The first of five annual community Blood Drives took place in March where a record 94 donors registered.  Each drive entails 8 Lions giving 16 total hours to coordinate and promote the event, in addition to those who donate.  We have sponsored these events for Puget Sound Blood Bank with the local Grange for three years.  We still strive for the elusive 100-donor day.  Lions sold $466 of aluminum cans and five members attended the Spring Conference at Harrison Hot Springs.

The annual visit of the Lions Health Screening Unit to San Juan in April resulted in screening 106 clients over two days by 37 volunteers spending 75 hours and $158 for a ferry ticket.  We sold $518 of aluminum cans and the Secretary and President attended the Officer Training session in this room.

In May we again worked at the Children’s Festival at the Fairground serving cold drinks to some 800 participants.  Three members attended the MD19 Conference in Wenatchee, Two community members got eye exams and glasses from Lions and we gave $500 to the local Food Bank.  During the last seven months our used eyeglass chairman expended 30 hours to collect 507 pairs and deliver them for classification and re-use.

The seven-member Scholarship Committee invested 43 hours in June to select 5 graduates to receive $5,000 in awards.  Five members spent 30 hours to help replace a community boat dock.  Twelve incoming Board Members who participated in the annual Planning Retreat spent 112 hours.  $1,500 was donated to sponsor youth sports and $2,000 was sent to Camp Horizon for camperships.  A golf tournament was conducted which raised $2,000 for our new Leo Club.  The Leo Club membership stands at 28 and they enjoyed their first installation ceremonies for new officers at the country club on July1.  

San Juan Lions held their 45th Installation Banquet at the San Juan Island Yacht Club on June 27 where P.I.D. Dur Roberson did the honors.  On the 4th of July, 25 members spent 149 hours to prepare a float for the parade featuring a band led by a Lion trumpet player, and sold 500 kielbasas at two separate sites to raise $2,000.  

Our largest event of the year is in mid-August where Lions staff two sites for four days.  The Beer Garden and BBQ Dinner expect to net some $8,000 when all costs are paid.  Thirty-five members worked about 250 hours.

We hope you will encourage your fellow club members to climb on the Anacortes Ferry and make the hour-long ride to the island for the November 17 Zone Meeting.  We will meet at our usual location, the American Legion Hall at the top of the hill overlooking Friday Harbor.

Respectfully submitted,

Curt VanHyning

Secretary

